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Reopening of Salt Pond Visitor Center Further Delayed

Acting Cape Cod Nationa Seashore Superintendent Michagl Murray hasannounced that the
completion of therehabilitation and the reopening of the park’s primary visitor center in Easthamwill be
further delayed. The$3 million dollar project hasbeen underway sinceApril of 2003. Theinitia
schedulelaid out by the National Park Service (NPS), wasto havethe project completed in oneyear
and havethe building closed to the public for only one summer. However, rehabilitation of the 14,000
squarefoot historic building hastaken longer dueto unanticipated structural and mechanical problems

according to the NPS design and construction center in Denver, whichisoverseeing the project.

In February the current contractor, Shaw Beneco, Inc., will finishitscontractua obligationswith the
NPS. TheNPSwill then completethe project and move back into thefacility. Thecompletion dateis
not known at thistime, but facilitieswill likely reopento the publicin phases. Thenew comfort station
andtrailhead will likely openfirst. “Thesedeayshave been very disappointing and frustrating to the
public who visit the seashore, park neighborswho use our facilities, and staff, who have been displaced
for nearly twoyears,” Murray said. “Our goal isto completethework asexpeditioudy aspossibleto
thequality we requireto meet the needs and expectationsof our visitorsfor abuilding that servesover

one-haf millionvigtorsannualy.”
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



Therehabilitation project accomplishesanumber of gods. The building hasbeen brought up to
Americanswith DisabilitiesAct (ADA) requirements; asbestosand lead paint have been removed; new
electrical, plumbing, HVAC and fire suppression systemshave beeninstalled; there are new windows
and interior finishes; and renovated offices, museum, meeting, and auditorium spaces. A major
component isthe addition of anew comfort station and an alternative septic system that greatly reduces
nitrogen loading at Salt Pond.

Vigitorscontinueto be served by atemporary visitor center inthe parking area. Staff isavailableto
assist with trip planning, and the park’ seducation partner, Eastern National, hasawell-stocked store
with books, maps, puzzles, games, and other interpretiveitems. The center isopendaily from9AM to
4:30 PM.
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